
Web-Based Digital Libraries for Public 
Domain Materials 
 

A work in the public domain is not protected by copyright and is freely usable by everyone. Public domain 
works may be freely copied, used, and redistributed. As a result, the World Wide Web has become a 
voluminous host to public domain works, particularly classics of literature. Students can access this content on 
the Web in multiple ways, such as customizing the appearance (font, size, contrast) or having the text read 
aloud via speech synthesis. 

A list of popular digital text and audio book libraries and portals is provided below. 

 Alex http://infomotions.com/alex  

 American Library Association Great Web Sites for Kids http://www.ala.org  

 AudioBooksforFree.com http://audiobooksforfree.com  

 Authorama http://authorama.com 

 Bartleby.com http://www.bartleby.com  

 Berkeley Digital Library SunSITE http://sunsite.berkeley.edu  

 Bookshare.org http://www.bookshare.org  

 Fullbooks.com http://www.fullbooks.com  

 The Internet Public Library http://www.ipl.org 

 LearnOutLoud.com http://www.learnoutloud.com/ 

 LibriVox http://librivox.org 

 Lit2Go http://etc.usf.edu/lit2go  

 LoudLit.org http://loudlit.org  

 MARVEL! Maine’s Virtual Library http://www.maine.gov/marvel  

 The Online Books Page at the University of Pennsylvania http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu 

 Open Source Shakespeare http://opensourceshakespeare.org  

 Project Gutenberg http://promo.net/pg  

 Read Print http://www.readprint.com 

 University of Virginia Library Digital Collections http://www.lib.virginia.edu/digital/collections  

New digital libraries are continually introduced on the Web. Maine’s AIM list will grow over time. 
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