
 

 

The NIMAC 
The National Instructional Materials Access Center (NIMAC) is an acquisition system for 
specialized formats of textbooks and related core instructional materials sold after July 18, 
2006. The NIMAC is a national repository of electronic files of textbooks and core instructional 
materials that are submitted directly by publishers. These files, once downloaded from the 
NIMAC, are then available to be converted to any of four specialized formats (Braille, digital 
text, audio, or large print). Although the process of downloading files is limited to authorized 
individuals, the NIMAC is freely searchable by anyone. 

The electronic files that are submitted to the NIMAC by publishers are based on the National 
Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard (NIMAS), and are known as NIMAS source files. 
The NIMAS is a technical standard used by publishers to produce source files of their textbooks 
and related core instructional materials. A single file based on the NIMAS is built once and then, 
upon download from the NIMAC, rendered many times in multiple formats. The NIMAS and 
NIMAC significantly reduce the amount of time it takes to get specialized formats of core 
instructional materials to the students who need them.  

NIMAS and the NIMAC originate from a provision within the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Improvement Act of 2004 (IDEA 04). The law requires that printed textbooks and 
related core instructional materials be provided to students with print disabilities in specialized 
formats in a timely manner. In Maine, “timely manner” means, “at the same time as other 
students receive their core instructional materials in print format.” “Core instructional 
materials” are textbooks and related core materials published with texts that are primarily for 
use in elementary and secondary school instruction and required by state or location education 
agencies for use by students in the classroom.  

NMAS at CAST http://nimas.cast.org 

NIMAC http://www.nimac.us 
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